The standard rapid plasma reagin (standard RPR) 18-mm circle card test developed by Portnoy was one of the first modifications of the Venereal Disease Research Laboratory (VDRL) test (3) . By addition of EDTA to stabilize the VDRL antigen, choline chloride to eliminate heat inactivation of the serum, and sized charcoal particles to allow the technician to visualize the antigen-antibody reaction, the VDRL test was modified to become the RPR card test (4) . Although initial studies evaluated the use of the RPR card antigen with plasma (4), thus suggesting the name, the RPR (1, 3, 4, 5) . (ii) The RPR card test provides serological support for the diagnosis of syphilis at the time the patient is still in the clinic (6 placed in a single 18-mm circle of a 10-place, plastic-coated card. The serum and antigen were mixed and spread with a stirrer within the circle. The card, when filled, was placed under a humidifier cover and rotated for 8 min at 100 rpm. Immediately after mechanical rotation, the card was briefly rotated manually and read under a highintensity, incandescent light. The readings were reported as either "reactive" or "nonreactive." Reactive indicated a specimen showing any degree of flocculation from slight to intense with the RPR card antigen. Nonreactive indicated a specimen giving no degree of flocculation or only a slight roughness. The quantitative test was reserved for sera exhibiting any degree of reactivity or roughness. To perform the quantitative test, 0.05 ml of saline was placed in the second through fifth circles of the card, and then 0.05 ml of serum was placed in each of the first two circles. Serial twofold dilutions were prepared in the second through fifth circles. Then, the Dade RPR card antigen was dropped next into the diluted serum or plasma, and the specimen plus antigen was mixed and spread within the circle. The remainder of the quantitative procedure was exactly the same as for the qualitative procedure. Results for the quantitative test were reported as the highest dilution of serum or plasma giving any degree of reactivity.
RESULTS
The Dade RPR card is similar to the Brewer diagnostic card except for the color of the circles. The Dade RPR card has Kelly-green circles, which may aid in providing a contrast to the gray charcoal color of the antigen. The Dade antigen is similar in color and texture to the standard RPR card antigen.
The qualitative comparisons of the results from the 505 sera tested in the Dade and standard RPR card tests and the VDRL slide test are shown in Table 1 In a previous evaluation of the use of EDTA plasma in the standard RPR card test, we found that the plasma may be stored at either 25 or 4°C for up to 24 h without an increase in negative roughness. Results from the current study with plasma indicated that (i) when testing plasma which has not been centrifuged or separated or both from the cellular constitutents, care must be taken to avoid the fibrous material in the plasma portion; and (ii) separated plasma may be frozen for up to 1 week without the formation of an additional fibrous clot. Only plasma from blood drawn with EDTA as the anticoagulant has been evaluated in the RPR card tests; therefore, we caution against the testing of plasma when the anticoagulant used is other than EDTA or is unknown. The use of plasma to follow the efficacy of treatment or in the treponemal tests has not been evaluated. If a plasma is reactive in the RPR card test and confirmation is necessary, then we suggest that a serum be drawn, the quantitative RPR card test be repeated with the serum, and a treponemal test be performed.
